that?0 My question i ¢

doing it? If I know something is wrong and |
do not speak up then | am guilty also.
ATherefore to him th
and doeth it not, to
Is there not a cause? How can we sit idly by
while destruction takes place? Since when is

Serving Churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Oklahoma it ok to let evil take over.

Vol ume LVII APRI L 2023 Numbe Now let us look at some specifics that we
have allowed to permeate our society.
Perhaps one of my least favorite expressions

>4 is that AChristians ¢
n S e r e politics. o0 This is p
absurd statements that can be made in a free
By Chris Gonthier The concept of education is not a badciety.
BMAO Moral Action one, but what is available in most seculayly question is do we really want a bunch of
The best way to start this article is withnstitutions is a far cry from the educationregenerate people making all the decisions
very simple question, Why? Why do we ttle parents experienced. We are in about how we are going to live our lives?
the things that we do? And why dowenotsdoci ety of owo ke o Wherdwewd ribtuhavie a powehhigherftHara
the things that we do not do? What is thevo k ei s mdo as t he n eunselves fromgvhichnwe gdin or Higplaydaa

force that really motivates us? As society gets further and further awmporal compass, then we become such a
1 Timothy 6:10 is a verse that explaifem biblical principles, we see a dirdtigher power.
much about our current society. correlation to a degraded and weakeneilVe have noticed in the sports world and in

AfFor the | ove of msonietyy Weé bavet ge@le rwboothink dhthe entertainment industry that ego has
which while some coveted after, they hdliere are more than two genders teachlmgcome commonplace. Let me be quite clear,
erred from the faith, and pierced themselees children biology. I do not care what others think, | only care
through with many s oGemderwsnfusion is proliferating wistbout what God thinks.

people not knowing what sports to play orhe moral compass of a lost person is of

It is very important that we note that momyich bathroom to use. The thought lifle value because it will change depending
is not the root of all evil as is commormslling children purple elephants really blewon circumstance and the desires of the
mi squoted, but the mynmnde of moneyo. individual.

While money is necessary in the societgonditioning children to be entitled is t®ports personalities and entertainers have
that we live in, | believe that most people se¢ them up to be controlled by theecome demigods who feel they are more
more focused on the accumulation of wegittvernment or other-@bmistian entities. qualified to direct society. They are put up on
for status or security, rather than for survivdlet here we are where the very suggestimdestals while missionaries, pastors and

2 Thessalonians 3:0f Osomeent | expressgg independepbuth workers are mocked and ridiculed.
when we were with you, this we commandeoughts subjects them to ridicule and

you, that if any would not work, neither shaublikes them a target. Christians are not taking a stand to keep
he eat. o It is important that a man churches pure, and by the way it is hard to
builds character. | know some are incapab®o what do we do? | have noticestand against something wrong at church if
of work due to illness or injury. churches that were once faithful pillaysu never go to church.

As | continue with this article, | am no¢ginning to falter and crumble. ThereasdRe vel at i on 2:20 says
referring to those situations, but rathehy, one may ask, is that people quit takitaye a few things against thee, because thou
generalities. a stand. sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth

| currently serve on city council wheréndrself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce

Many parents focus on education for tHeie, and | have a reputation for speakimy servants to commit fornication, and to eat
children, striving to give them the bagh. | am vocal about who | support forhi ngs sacri ficed unt
opportunities that they can. The thoughtnmgyor and other council positions. To b&he question is, why are we allowing wrong
i We mu st have a C lhebt esgreetimes gpepplea get wpset atidngs happen in church? Is there not a
succeed, therefore | want that for nwonder why | say what | do. cause? Are we not called to be watchmen? Is
children. o They ask, Awhy i sit na@ oucjobumstand tmmeafar thel caiise of
Christ? Why is church so unimportant that we

iSatan thrives in conf’”ﬁ(ﬁmﬁdet“@j‘gﬂmecgwgpdsc
excels. When we don0 wthnopatkbgen d a g ai

we are in effect throwing the enemy our supply of in the political reaim we have become so

grenadeswithup ul | ed pPi NS. Psis There Not a

Caus ¢



oOFrom t he | P28 to-r

the wisdom of the Lord.
As | left one church to move to another
B w t h Sh k ROV
y ear y an | could look back and see the spiritual
growth, first in me, then in those | left
behind.

"What a Testimony! o

il rejoice greattghrst hat | found |aléo bdlidve that many of the mature
children walking in truthébo Christians in each of those churches
2 John 4 From a pastor 6s cqudsjoiteijustas | orithe Apastie Johe

in what John speaks of in these twould in seeing their students of the Bible
Al have no gr eat epassagedy my 47 §ears d¢f Pastbray@w in hutt@d and admonition of the
my children wal k Mihistry plus & ¢oupfe years in the Busrd. Over the years, we have reached
3 John 4 Ministry before pastoring, | hamany souls with the
experienced the same joy as Apostle
What a testimony! John is rejoicing thahn. There is a Crown of Rejoicing for the
people he has ministered to are faithful 18s | assumed the pastorate of easbuiwinner and a Crown of Glory for the
walk in the truth. church, | was welcomed with godiyinister. | believe a godly teacher is a

people who were already spirituafipuiwinner and a minister of the Word.
In the second letter, he is addressing

the fel ect | aSoge a
believe the elect lady was a perso
acquaintance of John.

Others believe the elect lady was
metaphor of some particular local chui

In this case John would be represen ° CH | RG
one local fellowship [v.13] as he write i ) N7 2l E

her. Eith iti Id AR e o s ' :
ﬁ]r;g:pféted. ither position cou : S LEADUE[:%BSER??Z%L-% ey

\ A8

I n the third || et
chil dren. o Her e, .
whom John has in some way helped ¢

oA
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Baptist Missionary Ags¢ciation of Okl ahoma

re:Charge Leader's Oasis is a conference specifically d¢signe
eheolitadge ant'ingpjté churcH leader's for their work in ministr
with great preaching, inspiring worship, and encouraging
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difficult to overcome.

By Narita Roady But do not despair there is good news.

God has already equipped us with

AThis is Good! o everything we need

\ J is good! o, when | i f
perfect.

In Africa there lived a king wlbegan to think about the accident t
remained very close to a childhood friccost him his finger. The more  One of the first pits we fall into when
all his life. This friend was an optimis thought about it the more ashamed tragedy strikes is fearing our situation.
the extreme. No matter what happe felt about how he had dealt with The Ffgobl i nso of m e
in his life, good or bad, he would alw best friend. minds and our focus on Christ is gone.
say, #fAThis is goo Quickly, the king rushed to jail to ¢ Not only is this fear not coming from the

his old friend. Lord, but we have three things readily

Once, the king and his buddy went c available to stabilize us when problems
grand hunting expedition. The comrr Humbl y he admi t tgrise. i gh

woul d | oad the kiitWASgoodthatmyfingerwasplec They are found in

them for shooting. One day, it seeo f f . 0 I n gr eatGod hath not given us the spirit ofefed

that he made a mistake in getting onishare his close call with his life Ic put of power, and of love, and of a sound

the guns ready, for when the king fi companion. mi nd. o

the gun, it blew his finger off! Al was wrong t o |[especiall like the last one as it i @ddy
Shocked, but staying true to tso long, he admitted. | am sor to think you are loosing yours when your

optimistic character, upon examiningp | ease f or gi ve m e goes on overload.

royal hand minus one digit, he said After listening in silence the whe

usual, AThis is gti me, hi s frienc) donodt know ab.out

The king who was obviously in grThi s i s GOOD! o can leave me weak in the knees when left
pain had reached his limit with tt Ex a s perate d t he to myse|f_ In Surveying our state of afffQire/
African Pol | yann é&can you say that!'? What do you meéwe can easily wonder how we will ever
this is NOT good! thisis good?! How can it be goo get through what is ahead. Before we
friend thrown into prison! have sent my best friend to jail for can ever ask our heavenly Father already

l ong! ?0 has what is required for our next step.

It had been a year since the incid Grinning widely the positive frie | sai ah 41: 10 i Fea
and the king was out huntinr epl i ed, alrf h with thee: be not dismayed; for | amith§
Unfortunately he | wouldhave been hunting with ¥ God: I will strengthen thee; yea, | will help
judgment as he knew it was aregand | woul d have thee;yea, | will uphold thee with the right
known to be inhabited by cannibals. ¢ hand of my righteou
enough, he was captured and tak Don 6t you just e
prisoner to their village. Dondt you wish 'y Right away He commands us fot tb |

They wasted no time about gettihim? | know | do! As corny as it nfear or be worried or troubled. He
Afdi nner o started,sound, every time | watch thew(promises He will give us strength,
cour se t o be t h ¢Disney movie, Pollyanna, | beedisomething we so desperately must have
Securely tying him to a stake they be inspired afresh to have a mo to carry the burden of a trial. He even
to stack wood around him. optimistic attitude. goes a step further, giving us His

After all, a positive attitude reward: guarantee to help and support us!

Just as they were about to light the *with many benefits: peace, joy, hope
one of the natives noticed the king \name a few. It just makes life mc |n addition to this, He also says He will
missing a finger. The tribe had a gr enjoyable. protect us!
superstition that to eat anyone that \ Yet a positive attitude is muchmt f The Lord is my st
not completely whole spelled disaste than just saying or thinking everyth my heart trusted in him, and | am helped
They quickly released him and sent is good. True optimism must |therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and
on his way. grounded in an unquestioninwi t h my song wil/l

unwavering trust and faith in the Lor(2g8:7

Upon arriving home, and somew! It is very much a spiritual exerci
shaken by his near death experience and condition, not mind over matter, (0This is Good!d c
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CBC Honor &- Memorlal Glf rTr1c‘)a.sa$1;(l:ljtl\r}lrrlg.Walton D. Smith;

Cody R. Harrod

The following are honor an@r. Ron Mitchell by Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Campbell;
memorial contributions received sirlpeMs. Esther M. Kersivtiechell; | aura A. Harrod
the last report by Central Baptidames R. Raines by Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Campbell;
College. by Mrs. Ann Raines. Autumn F. Herring

by Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey W. Herring;

Some of the contributions arm Honor of Bill Hoggard

recurring gifts but are only listed ondéarieca G. Ashworth by Ms. Shirley Q. McCone;
by Mr. and Mrs. James F. Beard llihyr. Martin Jameson

In Memory of Rodney Castleberry by Bro. and Mrs. Gary L. Hughes;
Toni S. Bradford by Bro. and Mrs. Gary L. Hughes; Terry Kimbrow
by Bro. and Mrs. George L. ReddinjJoyce Nell Garrison by Bro. and Mrs. Gary L. Hughes;
Rufus Crawford by Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Andrews, Msen A. Kingston
by Bro. and Mrs. Gary L. Hughes; Betty Stevens, Mr. and Mrs. Jeff by Mrs. Betty Kingston
Elizabeth Evans Riddle, Bro. and Mrs. Walton D. Jake A. Steele
by Mr. and Mrs. William P. JacksonSmith, and Mrs. Beverly Sperry; by Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Campbell;
Jill Suzanne Farley Faith Gray Rachel E. Steele
by Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Farley; by Mrs. Holly Shaw; by Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Campbell;
Sandra K. Francis Cade L. Griffith Jimmy W. Thompson
by Mrs. Brenda G. Linn; by Mrs. Casey Griffith; by Bro. Gary D. Gipson.
Erma Harrell

by Mr. and Mrs. Phillip A. Ashworth;

Opie Hefner _ ﬁPIant|ng SeedS

by Mr. and Mrs. Jay L. Hefner;

Ruby S. Hefner New Generation Norman

by Mr. and Mrs. Jay L. Hefner;

Rena Hoggard Greetings again, from the town of Norman, OK. We are continuing our ministr
by Ms. Shirley Q. McCone; people of Norman and surrounding communities. We are intensifying our effor
Dr. Ralph B. Hoshaw town of Nobl e with a combi natobdomn o
by Bro. and Mrs. Gary L. Hughes; Visitation. Our goal is to knock on every door in the town of Noble and to sh:
Byren Jones gospel with those who are open.

by Mr. and Mrs. Terry A. Chrisope;

We have knocked on a lot of doors in Norman in the past but the soil seem:
very hard and not very receptive to the seed. | know from personal experie
' farming that one field can have different areas of fertility within close proximity
other.

Lucile Jones
by Mr. and Mrs. Terry A. Chrisope;
Esther Layton

by Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. We have witnessed the fowls devour some seed. We have noticed st
Blackmore; professions of faith with no vigor in the plant and those seem to die in short
Lamar Lee There have been those who have been choked out by the weeds of life and w
by Mrs. Peggy Lee; productive. But there are some (few) that are productive. We have seen the ¢
Jim Lindsey types of soil in our one field. This not only is a parable in the Bible, but is in f
by Bro. and Mrs. Gary L. Hughes; reality of ministry here in Norman, OK.

Marion Loftin We appreciate your continued support in our ministry. Thanks!

by Ms. Mary Ann Rand, Mr. and Mrs.

Gerald Walters, Mr. and Mrs. Doug Steve & Lynn Puckett

. Chris Lorenz 724 Fairway Dr. Luis & Melissa Santos
Hoffmann, and Mr. and Mrs. Brian 405 22@111 Norman, OK 73069 832 513505
Hoffmann; 405 578325

Donna oMicki é M. Mi t chell
by Ms. Esther M. Kersiiigchell;
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74th Annual

Baptist Missionary Association of America

National Meeting
April 25-27, 2023
Conway, Arkansas

BMA Global Missions Center opens at 9:00am for tours Tuesday - Thursday

Tuesday, April 25
6:00 pm Session One

7:30 pm Fellowship Time

Wednesday Morning, April 26
7:30 am Breakfast provided by Central Baptist College
8:00 am New BMA Pastors Orientation
9:00 am Department Committees
Seminary Board
Moral Action Board
Baptist Publishing House Board
Missions Advisory Committee

9:00 am WMA Meeting
Brotherhood

9:30 am Pastors Conference
General Session - The Leadership Imperative
10:00 am Breakout Sessions
Preventing Abuse and Protecting Your Church
Helping and Resources for Mental Health
Leading for Growth
Spanish speakers Breakout

12:00 State and Local BMA Leaders Lunch

Wednesday Afternoon, April 26
1:30 pm Worship Service
Pastor David McMurray

3:00 pm Legacy Missionary Service

Wednesday Night, April 26
6:00 pm BMA Global “Dinner On The Ground”

Thursday Morning, April 27
8:30 am BMA Department Reports
12:00 pm Close of National Meeting

LOCATIONS:
Antioch Baptist Church - 150 Amity Road
Central Baptist College - 1501 College Avenue

BMA Global Missions Center - 611 Locust Street

Clif Johnson
Antioch Worship Band

Watkins Building 212 CBC
Watkins Building 211 CBC
Watkins Building 210 CBC
Watkins Building 309 CBC
Watkins Building 310 CBC

Central Baptist College
Antioch Baptist Church

Antioch Baptist Church
Dr. Steven Crawley

Brotherhood Mutual
Lee Poe

Pastor Bill Elliff
Elvis Garcia

Global Missions Center

Antioch Baptist Church

Antioch Baptist Church

Conway Expo Center

Antioch Baptist Church
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g 6 T h a' t R e mi in thednlntslf the thoMleetea ‘

By Jesse Spurl ~-~1" who would laugh at
the sincere efforts
of a nine year old
boy and then
compound the error
by holding him up
for ridicule by his
peers.

In Galatians 6:7
the Bible clearly

" An Insignifica[‘i
g

| 6ve been told dr aw, I
ability from my Ganything else
remember the first time | drew sometl anyone to see foi
someone thought looked like it wlong time.
supposed to be, but | liked to dre
However, my art Later Lola Sarge tells us we reap
reflect reality. one of m what we sow, so |

| recall the time my third grade teaclclassmates, was can hardly imagine
whom | greatly respected, told us att r yi ng t o dr aw a the embarrassment that teacher fageg
Alaskan Eskimos who lived | ice hou remember wyy, but she asked me somewhere later in life.
called igloos. She told us to draw help her. However, | O0m just
picture about Eskimos. | drew an Esk | drew a train and let her use it a:probably considered the incident so
standing in snow up to his knees. pattern. She told me how good it w insignificant she probably gave it no

Then | drew his igloo with a sled an When | took my train picture home thought when the payback came upon
bunch of dogs beside it. Since the d patents both were really impressed her.
were Huskies they were black and wit it.
| looked at the [ Encouraged, | started drawing alo Of course, in James 3:1 the primary
have flesh colored crayons | colored other pictures, but never for oteaching is about Bible teachers and
Eski mobés face andteacher. If we had an assignmeleaders, the lesson there is for all

The only color other than black arequiring any art | had Lola do tteachers. They have an awesome
white in the whole picture was tdrawing for me and turned it in as m responsibility in teaching others.

Eski moés f ace an (Whileshewasdrawing mine | dretv. There are tremendous rewards for

me said, fi That  wforherandshe turned it in as heré. s dedicated and wise teachers, but great
enough color in my picture. So | dre accountability for those who abuse and
tree with a green leafy topandabrc | 6ve t hought a  misuse their position. i nci

trunk beside the igloo.
Still not enough color, so | drew sa
flowers at the base of the tree. DR
DANIEL SPRINGS

When | turned my masterpiece i
expected praise, but instead, my tead
laughed out loud. Still laughing she
the picture up an

what is wrong wit
The whole class laughed and sid
uni son, NTrees a\ d June5-8 Stand Firm Camp in Camp prices for camps held at
the North Pole. o West Texas**
added, NStupid. o EAEEPRETRNHEIERTrees Daniel Springs in Gary have

Junels - 21 Combo Student
Camp

Junels - 21 Combo PreTeen Regular registration is 8165 per
Camp

[ was mortified.
what the word meant, | certainly k
how it felt!

The teacher continued to laugh as _ _ :
resumed the class. | despised her for [IEA AR LR R UL s attendse. Late rogistration is

and never drew anything else for [ ARt il
again. July 23 - 26 Student Camp

Unfortunately, although I still loved
PAGE

incereased this year.

$200 per attendee.



~ h . . For every gyief, for everytrial,
f ver&ary lonely ,
n T I S I COrﬁrom ng O ther a reason.
With just what we have seen, how capout nothing, taking every concern FOr every pain that we must bear,
we not be abl e t @andbusendothe iofdindrayerd i f f ifOEGYQMYSQrrgvg every care,
with saying AThis God mgkes itl tlear we will have there is a reason.

trouble as long as we live on this earth, But if we trust God as we should,
Okay, we have His power, His lovepat He encourages us that He is all willwork outyet for our good,

sound mind, strength, help analready the victor over whatever we God knows the reason.
protection . . . that ought to do it, rigitay face, assuring us of His peace. Author Unknown
Well God goes even further in aiding us. ]

iPeace | |eave wiiitTthegeu,t himyngpeddSFadCrOUS NEWS unt o

give unto you: not as the world giveyou, that in me ye might have peace. In

give | unto you. Let not your heart te world ye shall have tribulation: fetrQMY Grace Harbor
0 John

troubl ed, neit herbe dfgaod cheer; | laee overcome thed . o
14:27 worl do. John 16 : Wehad a really exciting month in March.
He promises us His peace! Inner Two weeks ago, we had our first covenant

contentment; serenity, a state ofAgain in 1 John 5:4, He continues rt@mbership class for 2023 and had 19 attend
tranquility, and freedom from strifeeassur e us. 0 Fo whowaned & oheay mare gboyt Gsager
without and within us. Not a fleetifpd overcometh the world: and thisHarbor.

peace as the world offers that e victory that overcometh the worlg/Ve anticipate most of those to take the next

dependent on outward conditions, butélig en our faitho. SP of formally joining. We will have personal
meetings with many of them over the next

peace. _ ouple of weeks to hear about their desire to
Godos peace has nAdterrall ythese promisee a'sf(iiﬁn,”their testimony of coming to faith, and

as to why we have it, it just is! Evesassurance from the Lord Himselfindir baptism.
when it makes no sense at all for us totbigk one scripture in particular camrom there, we will bring those who join in

at peace! finalize in doubts or hesitations vi@nt of our church body to welcome them,
iBe careful f or rmgbtthave abgut anykevent in pun lfiglewede iy ya time of worship and lunch
thing by prayer and supplication wiahd that is Romans 8:28. together on a Family Sunday.

thanksgiving let your requests be made

known unto God. And the peace of Godi And we know th Ianat e‘%?rfi”I?’ Gr"t‘cf‘ﬁ hiagbqy was T'O\‘FJ‘?SEIT
which passeth all understanding, sHaljether for good to them that loye® €2 ! 0N 10T = ~a oca
Eﬁmruz is the Persian New Year, and many

keep your hearts and minds througiod, to them who are the calleg’ . afqhan Reflégee neighbors celebrate

Christ Jesugo0. Pattbppgiagstd: Bis gpurpose
_ _ ) ] We have a Christian Afghan family in our
You might have noticed that our part ih t is just t he cbnmunlyGvBo dedided that@ fgoodSway ol
obtaining this state of serenity istowdirykfy HI S | S GOOD! i minister to these Muslim neighbors would be

to invite them to this celebration. There were
about 40 Muslim neighbors with us that night:
men, women, and children. There was a
great, authentic, Afghan meal.

More importantly, our Christian Afghan
Brother preached a message from Psalm 19
to a captive audience. The end of Psalm 19
speaks of the great redeemer, and our
brother shared clearly a Gospel message
about this redeem#nat salvation is only
through him.

Evangelizing and Ministering to Muslims
who have never heard this Gospel message
is much different than many of the methods
that are utilized in a culture where there is at
least slight awareness, so it was very much a
seedplanting evening.

We are confident i n
save, and are praying for the Lord to save!
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