
“Conditioning For The Mark Of The Beast” 
By Chris Gonthier 
BMAO Moral Action  
   Let me start this article off with the 
understanding that it is not my intent in writing 
this to convince the reader to adopt either a 
pro-vaccine or an anti-vaccine stance.  
   That is a subject that I am well versed on, 
but its discussion would detract from the 
purpose of this article.   
   I also wish to make it abundantly clear that 
this “vaccine”, in its current form, does not 
meet the Biblical criteria for the mark of the 
beast.  
   There are, however, some very alarming 
developments regarding the Covid vaccines 
that I feel we must consider here. 
 
   Currently, in the state of Oklahoma, most 
schools are not legally allowed to force 
vaccination for Covid, nor can they require 
students to mask up.  
   We are facing a serious dilemma in the 
workforce, especially in the field of 
healthcare. People are in danger of losing 
their jobs if they are not fully vaccinated by 
certain deadlines.  
   I find it very interesting that many of those 
in healthcare have serious concerns and are 
unwilling to receive the vaccine, even if they 
lose their jobs. We are being continually told 
that vaccines are safe and effective, and if we 
do not get vaccinated, we are basically bad 
people. 
 
   In Revelation 13:16-17 we read, “And he 
causeth all, both small and great, rich and 
poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their 
right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no 
man might buy or sell, save he that had the 
mark, or the name of the beast, or the 
number of his name.”   
   So basically if you do not want to starve to 
death then you will have to receive such a 
mark to engage in commerce.  
   Currently, there are calls to keep the 
unvaccinated out of society, until such time as 

and of the State wherein they reside. No state 
shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of 
citizens of the United States; nor shall any 
State deprive any person of life, liberty or 
property, without due process of law; nor 
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the laws.”   
 
   The state is not authorized to take our rights 
away and must protect our rights when they 
are threatened by others. This is why 
government was created by our founding 
fathers. 
   To this end some Republ ican 
representatives have sent a letter to Governor 
Stitt to address this issue. I want to make my 
position very clear on this matter, there does 
not need to be a mandate regarding this 
issue. We need legislative action that carries 
the full weight of law.  
 
   I know people will scream it is private 
business so they can mandate what they 
want to their employees.  Well consider this, if 
you are born female, you cannot be 
discriminated against.   
   To the best of my knowledge, we are all 
born vaccine free. If someone wishes to 
remain that way, what right does anyone 
have to tell them they have to change. 
 
   I believe twenty representatives signed on 
to this request and they need our help. We 
need to be calling all our legislators and 
asking them to sign on for our medical 
freedom. We need to call the governor and 
express our concerns.  
   In Nazi Germany those who were different, 
the Jews, had to wear a star so they could be 
identified.  Is a vaccine passport any 
different?  
   Already certain venues are requiring proof 
of vaccination before you can enter. What 
happens when you can no longer enter a 
grocery store to buy food because you are 
not vaccinated?  
 
   If you are not allowed to work, you will not 
have the money necessary to take care of the 
needs of your family. What gives these 
businesses the right to control you this way, 
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they receive the vaccine. It is important to 
realize a couple things about the Covid 
vaccines before we go any further.  
   First, the vaccines are not fully FDA 
approved, and have had ZERO studies 
done on the long-term effects.  We are not 
even being properly informed about the 
short-term effects and the adverse 
reactions that are occurring.  
   Second, what about people having the 
right to choose what is best for them and 
their families. 
 
   In the Declaration of Independence we 
see the following in the second paragraph: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that are among these 
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”  
   So we have God given rights, that are not 
granted by the government, and therefore 
cannot be taken away. What is very ironic 
here is the reason our government was 
created, verses what the government is 
actually doing.  
   The second paragraph continues to 
say…”That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among Men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent 
of the governed….”  
   So, not only is the government not 
allowed to take away our rights, but it is the 
governments responsibility to protect our 
rights. 
 
   State governments are intended to be a 
“failsafe” if you will, to help protect our 
rights, even against federal government 
overreach.   
   The Fourteenth Amendment is very clear 
on this subject as section 1 clearly reads, 
“All persons born or naturalized in the 
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, are citizens of the United States 
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   Greetings again from Norman, 
Oklahoma. The home of New Generation 
Baptist Church (mission).  
   Well, I guess I spoke too soon in last 
month's report about the decline in Covid. 
My wife and I were both exposed to it by 
a pastor and his wife at a recent 
ordination service.  
   The ordination service was great but, 
not the exposure to Covid.  
 
   The service was for a young man that 
my wife and I had the opportunity to 
minister to years ago. He is currently a 
youth minister, but I expect sometime in 
the future that he will be a pastor.  
   It’s always encouraging to see others 
follow their commitment to Christ as they 
follow him into ministry.   
 
  We continue to see additional 
professions of faith. That is always 
exciting to me as we see the Lord 
continue to work.  
   That will light your fire. If your wood is 
wet, it’s hard to start the fire.  
 
   Let brother Chris or I know if we can 
help with evangelism training for you or in 
your church. We hope to help you light 
your fire.  

  Chris has been a busy young man as 
his report below indicates below:  
   We continue to ask for your prayers 
for wisdom and guidance for Steve, 
Lynn, and the doctors involved, and for 
peace, certainty, and success with the 
selected treatment and for total healing 
in Steve’s body!  
 
   Here at the mission we have recently 
had the opportunity to proclaim the 
gospel and train others not only in 
Norman but abroad as well!   
   For example, in June I was blessed to 
teach evangelism in Mexico with a 
school started by South Korean 
missionaries!  
   Nathan Lee, a colleague of mine in 
the Evangelism Explosion ministry just 
went down to be a missionary at this 
school in Chiapas, the southernmost 
state in Mexico, and he invited me 
down to help train parents, teachers 
and students with the help of Diana, our 
translator.   
   Twelve Individuals were trained and 
five people prayed to receive Christ in 
our evangelism efforts!   
 
   Also, Carlos, one of the parents who 
was trained invited us into his home for 
tacos and tostadas and he is already 
planning for his church to get trained in 
evangelism as well!   

   When I got back from Norman I was 
able to talk with Carlos Caceres from the 
Spanish church, Good Shepherd Baptist, 
and schedule bilingual training in his 
church at the end of the month.  And of 
course we are very thankful for Melissa 
and Luis and their ministry that continues 
in our church.   
   God seems to be doing a work among 
Spanish speaking peoples!    
 
   We are also continuing evangelism 
training in our church with at least seven 
people committing to be trained in 
evangelism over the next New 
Generation weeks. This includes Lee, the 
lady from Taiwan that has been attending 
services, and Jeff and Sue Coles who 
have been taking on increased leadership 
roles in the Bible study at food shelter on 
Monday mornings and some of the 
discipleship training on Tuesdays when I 
was in Mexico.   
   They continue to have a heart for the 
downtrodden folks here in Norman and 
which we are very thankful for.    
  
   As always, thank you for your support 
financially and prayerfully. May God bless 
you in your journey as you minister to 
others!  
   Remember you are a missionary in 
your part of the world.  
Contact Information:  
Email – ngbcnorman@hotmail.com   
Cell – 405 570-8325 
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   Grassfires are frighteningly powerful as 
we learned first hand on a hot summer 
day in the 1980’s.  The girls were at 
home with their grandparents.  Jerry and I 
were heading home from a trip to town 
when we saw a huge pillar of smoke in 
the distance.   
   “That must be some fire!”  Jerry said in 
awe, but quickly assured me it wasn’t 
near our home.  It’s on the wrong side of 
the road, he reasoned. 
 
   The old highway we were on wound 
back and forth.  One time the fire 
appeared to be on left side and fear 
would rise up in me.  Another twist in the 
road switched it to the right side and I’d 
give a sigh of relief.   
   My mother’s heart was anxious to say 
the least!  On the last bend before our 
turn off, we saw the fire was definitely on 
the side of our land.  We turned and were 
only two miles from the house. 
   My heart began to beat faster. Jerry 
continued to assure me it was the wrong 
direction.   
 
   Suddenly our path was banked on 
either side by walls of flame. I decided it 
was now time to panic!  Fear consumed 
me. Had it been physically possible, I’d 
have wedged myself between the 
dashboard and windshield the rest of the 
way, as if hoping somehow to urge the 
van home more quickly.  

    As soon as we turned into the 
driveway, I leaped from the car to check 
on the girls.   
   The two youngest were standing on 
the porch, wailing in terror heads 
pointed to the sky like small coyotes, 
and clutching a bedraggled stuffed toy 
long ago christened, Doggy Woggy.  
 
   The oldest, always my brave little 
warrior, was dipping a half soaked 
gunnysack in a bucket and valiantly 
beating the small flame creeping toward 
our home.    
   I shooed the girls into the house 
where they turned their energies to 
prayer. 
        
   Pappaw and Granny had hosed down 
everything possible. Now we stood side 
by side at the edge of the road waiting, 
damp gunnysacks in hand to do battle, 
as the fire roared at us from the other 
side.  
   Plants melted, large trees burst into 
flame and then it happened! A gust of 
wind sent pieces of red-hot brush 

floating our way.  In seconds the small 
flames grew into another raging wall.   
   As we furiously fought, our faces 
blackened with soot and our lungs burned 
from the heat and acrid air around us.   
        
   Several hours later, with the help of 
neighbors, and fire departments from 
three other cities, the monster was 
extinguished. We found ourselves 
exhausted and dazed.  
   The hungry blaze had consumed a path 
five miles long and one mile wide.   
Blessedly no life of man or beast had 
been lost, and no buildings or homes 
destroyed. 
       
   As we stood gasping for breath, our 
bodies aching, we surveyed our land.  It 
was depressing.   
   No patch of green was left untouched. 
Nothing remained but acres of desolate, 
black charred earth.  Swirls of smoke 
dotted the land as it continued to 
smolder.   
      
   We learned it was started about four 
miles away by a farmer welding his gate.  
A small spark had found opportunity in 
the dry brittle summer grass. 
       
   For days the taste and smell smoke 
were with us. Daily chores produced 
shoes that were darkened by the grime, 
and each of the animals had black legs 
and bellies.   
   All looked barren and hopeless. Little 
fires popped up now and again as if to 
threaten a repeat performance.  I found it 
hard to believe the land would ever come 
to life again. 
        
   Then one day so unexpectedly, small 
spots of green appeared.  They were a 
bright contrast against the gloomy terrain.  
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“I Was Just Thinkin’” 
By Narita Roady 

 
“Wildfire!!!” 

“Has Satan lit a match to your life lately?   
Do not panic, it will not last forever.  

Don’t let Satan strike fear in your heart  
at the little calamities that keep popping up.” 
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   The AD Livingston Evangelism 
Missions award named after the late A. 
D. Livingston, pastor and evangelist in 
the BMA of Arkansas and BMA of 
America. The award recognizes an 
outstanding Missions major.  
   This year’s awardee was Karlee Pense. 
Karlee was chosen because she has 
demonstrated a missions heart during her 
time at CBC, loving Jesus and desiring to 
serve Him. 
  
   The Outstanding Student in Biblical 
Studies Award goes to the top graduating 
Bible Department student.  
   This award was presented to Trey 
Burroughs. Trey has been a solid Bible 
student throughout his CBC experience. 
He has shown a faithfulness to God’s 
Word and to God’s call on his life by 
maintaining high standards in his studies. 
  
   The Communication Dept. presented 
the Outstanding Student in Oral 
Communication, an award given to a 
student who effectively honed their public 
speaking skills over the course of the 
semester. This student also displayed 
kindness and a positive attitude to 
everyone around them.  
   The Outstanding Student in Oral 
Communication was presented to Colter 
Hall. 
  
   The Outstanding Student in 
Communication is presented on the basis 
of character, scholarship, proficiency in 
practical journalism and significant 
contribution to the department.  
   The Outstanding Student in 
Communication was presented to Kat 
Carson. Kat was chosen for this award 
because of her overall dedication to the 
department and Tower Media, CBC’s 
student media outlet. 
  
   T h e  M a t h  a n d  S c i e n c e 
Department presented the Outstanding 
Student in Mathematics to Erica Hawkins, 
and the Outstanding Science graduate to 
Brooke Trout. 
  
   The Fine Arts Department presented 

New Business Degrees 
   Central Baptist College has recently 
added two new degree emphases to our 
existing Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree.  Beginning Fall of 
2021, Business Information Systems and 
Business Analytics will be available in 
both Traditional and PACE programs. 
            
   Business Information Systems will allow 
CBC to expand its academic focus in 
information technology beyond 
management information systems.  The 
degree will allow the forecasting and 
predicting of operational needs using 
research techniques and data analysis for 
business organizations and their 
performances.   
   This degree will prepare students to 
use their Christian faith, problem solving 
skills, and love for technology to discover, 
analyze, and evaluate businesses.   
   Further, CBC graduates would be able 
to help businesses align objectives and 
goals using their knowledge of computer 
software and understanding of business 
concepts. 
  
   Business Analytics will focus on 
expanding our information technology 
programs into data analytics.  This 
extension would allow CBC the 
opportunity to venture into operational 
effectiveness using research techniques 
and data analysis.   
   This degree will focus on helping 
students develop unique technical and 
analytical skills to allow them jobs in a 
variety of fields. 

   According to Steve Elder, Director of 
PACE and Online studies at CBC, 
“What makes these degrees appealing 
is that each one uniquely teaches 
students to recognize how business 
concepts married with technology aid 
data-driven businesses with decision 
making.” 
  
Student Academic Awards 
  Central Baptist College students were 
honored at the end of the academic 
year by their respective academic 
departments.  
   In addition to departmental academic 
awards, qualifying students were 
inducted into the Alpha Chi National 
Honor Society. 
  
   The Bible Department presented 
three awards: The Jesse Thomas 
Christian Service Award, the AD 
Livingston Missions Award, and the 
Outstanding Student in Biblical Studies 
Award. 
  
   Given in honor of Dr. Jesse Thomas, 
a long time CBC professor and pastor, 
the Jesse Thomas Christian Service 
Award is given to students based on 
their outstanding Christian service, not 
only in the classroom, but also in their 
church and community work.  
   This year, the Jesse Thomas 
Christian Service Award was given to 
Josh Dison. Josh was chosen for his 
excellence in the classroom and faithful 
service in every opportunity given to 
him. 

(“CBC News,: cont on pg 5) 

CBC Adds Two New Degrees; 
Presents Academic Awards 



PAGE 5 

Sis. Sarah Marshall 
Southgate Baptist  
   Kids Camp 2021 was 
a hit! We were 
blessed beyond 
expectation. 136 
campers  were  in 
attendance, and 109 were 
1-6 graders. Four that we 
know of made a profession of faith.  
 
   Southgate, Moore, New Heights, OKC,  
Unity, Wayne and Grace Harbor, Yukon 
each brought groups. Tony Strickland, 
Chance Rose, Nathan Brewer, and Noah 
Hill brought the evening messages.  
   The theme this year was “The Lord is 
my Shepherd,” and many of the kids took 
up the challenge to memorize the entire 
23rd Psalm at camp. 
 
   We tried several new ideas this year 
with free time options and afterglow 
activities. Some went great, and some 
will need to be reworked, but overall 
everything went well.  
   Connections were re-made that were 
impacted by a long year of Covid 
restrictions, and we were just so thankful 
to be at camp again. 
 
Bro. Ryan Meadows 
Southeast District Youth Promoter 
  The Southeast District Camp as held 
June 7-11, at Goddard Youth Camp in 
Sulphur, where several lives were 
changed, with at least five professions of 
faith. 
   Situated in the Chickasaw National 
Recreation area, on the Lake of the 
Arbuckles,  this camp is filled with 
exciting times for students. 
   The camp theme dealt with the 
importance of church in our lives. The 
kids and adults had a great time. 

 
Editors Note:  
   Camps have always been a great way 
for kids to retreat from the difficulties of 
life, and for many of them to find their 
way to a Savior.  
   God bless all who participated in 
making these camps happen.  

the Outstanding Recital Award to Andrew 
Guyton. The recipient prepared and 
performed the most outstanding senior 
recital for 2021-2022 and is an exemplary 
student in the Fine Arts Department.  
  
   Additionally, qualifying students were 
elected to the Alpha Chi Society. Alpha 
Chi is a national, interdisciplinary 
organization that recognizes excellence, 
character, and service.  
   More than 300 institutions across the 
national hold Alpha Chi charters.  
   In order to be inducted, students must 
be invited, have junior or senior status, 
have completed a minimum of 30 

semester hours at their home 
institution, and have a grade point 
average (GPA) in the top 10% of GPAs 
in the institution.  
   The 2021 Alpha Chi inductees were 
Marieca Ashworth, Faith Birmingham, 
Keely Bulza, Halley Cain, Chance 
Coran, Heather Dunning, Madelyn 
Jameson, Sara McGee, Abigail 
McGraw, Sharon Tucker, and Janna 
Worbington. 
  
   The Centra l  Bapt is t Col lege 
administration, faculty, and staff 
congratulate all of these students on 
their academic achievements! 

The Return of BMAO Summer Camps 
Bro. Zach Bowen 
BMAO State Youth Coordinator 
   BMA State Camp 2021 was a great 

event for our state 
this year. Although 
it was one of the 
smallest camps 
we’ve held, it was 
very fruitful.  
   The students 
bonde d  ove r 

obstacle courses, water polo, gaga ball, 9
-square, basketball, S’mores and many 
other summer camp activities. And even 
though the events were great, the 
spiritual side was even better. 
 
   This year’s theme was “Caution” based 
on Proverbs 14:16 – “One who is wise is 
cautious and turns away from evil, but a 
fool is reckless and careless”.  
   We wanted to teach the students a few 
areas in which God specifically instructs 
us to be watchful.  
 
   We had an opportunity to have four 
different speakers throughout the week. 
On Monday night, Zach Bowen from New 
Heights preached “Beware of Snakes” 
found in Matthew 12:34 and John 10:1-
10, when Jesus tells us to beware of the 
false religious leaders in our world.  

   On Tuesday night, Chance Rose from 
New Heights preached “Beware of 
Forgetting” found in Deuteronomy 8:11, 
where God tells Israel to remember 
what He has done for them. We also 
are commanded to remember where 
God has taken us from.  
   Wednesday night’s sermon was 
brought by Noah Hill from Southgate 
who preached “Beware of the Hungry 
Lions” and used James 4:7 to remind 
us to resist Satan and everything the 
world brings.  
   On the last night, Jared Perry from 
New Heights preached “Beware of the 
Cliff” and used 1 Corinthians 10:12 to 
teach that we can fall at any time, but 
we should always run back to God to 
be lifted back up.  
 
   Along with the sermons, we had 
morning quiet times for each student 
and various classes spread throughout 
the day taught by trusted teachers and 
leaders. 
 
   I am proud of all the helpers and 
leaders we had from Southgate and 
New Heights, and I am happy that God 
allowed us to have camp once again.  
   I pray God continues to bless the 
BMA of Oklahoma and its’ leaders. 
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   I often clip articles I think are interesting 
and intend to refer to later. I usually 
identify the source so I can give credit, 
but I ran across one the other day that I 
had clipped and saved but hadn’t 
identified its source.  
   It sounds like something Readers 
Digest would have included, but I never 
clip anything from Readers Digest. That 
would be un-American!  
   I thought it very funny when I first read 
it, but lately, I find it less humorous. It 
seemed to be a chronology of one of my 
days. 
 
   I decided to wash my car. As I started 
toward the garage I noticed there was 
mail on my hall table. I decided to look 
through the mail before washing the car.  
   I then laid my car keys on the table, put 
the junk mail in the trash can under the 
table, and then noticed the trash can was 
full. I put the bills back on the table and 
proceeded to take out the trash first. 
 
   But then, I thought, since I was going to 
be near the mail box when I took out the 
trash, I may as well pay the bills first, and 
take them to the mailbox.  
   I took my checkbook off the table only 
to notice there was only one check left. 
   My extra checks were in my desk in the 
study, so I went to my desk…where I find 
a soft drink I had been drinking earlier. I 
needed to look for those checks, but first I 
picked up the soda to moved it so as not 
to accidentally knock it over.  
   Noticing the soda was getting warm, I 
decided to put in the refrigerator to keep it 
cold. As I headed toward the kitchen with 
the soda, a vase of flowers on the 
counter caught my eye because they 
desperately needed water. 
 
   I set the soda down on the counter and 
discovered my reading glasses, which I 
had been searching for all morning, and 

decided I’d 
better put 
them back 
on my desk.  
   But first, I 
was going 
to water 
t h o s e 
flowers. I 
se t  my 
g l a s s e s 
back down 
on the counter, filled a container with 
water…and that was when I spotted the 
TV remote.  
   Someone had left the TV remote in 
the wrong spot again. “Okay,” I thought, 
“I’ll put the remote away and water 
those flower.” But first, I really needed 
to find those checks. 
 
   At the end of the day the car still had 
not been washed, the bills were yet to 
be paid, I had misplaced my glasses 
again, the checkbook still had only one 
check left, I’d lost my car keys…AND 

when I tried to figure out why nothing had 
been accomplished I was baffled, 
because I know I was busy all day! 

 
   Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 is a 
passage about aging. I was 
just a young man when I 
first ran across these 
verses. I thought it was a 
beautiful set of words, but I 
had no idea what they 
meant.  
   Solomon wrote about the 
sun, the light, the moon, the 
stars no being darkened. 
The keepers of the house 
trembling, the grinders 
ceasing, the sound of the 
grinding being low. 

 
   However, verse one gives the setting of 
aging with the phrases “the days of our 
youth,” and “years draw night.” It was in 
seminary I learned this passage is called 
an allegory.  
 
   The official meaning of an allegory is 
“another sense is conveyed other that 
that which the words imply.” That’s good 
to know.  
   When I display symptoms of aging I can 
tell people, “I’m not old, I’m just living 
allegory.” 
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“That Reminds Me” 
By Jesse Spurlock 

 
"One of Those Days" 

to force your rights away?  
   Currently, I believe Governor Stitt is out of 
the country, which leaves Lt. Governor Matt 
Pinnell acting governor. It would be a good 
idea to give his office a call as well and ask 
for a special legislative session. 
 
   We have seen the overreach at the 
federal, state, and local levels. How many 
businesses have been lost, families ruined, 
and people destroyed? People say it is for 
the benefit of society so we should just go 
ahead and comply.  
 
   Contrary to popular opinion, the United 
States is not a democracy. We are a 
constitutional republic, meaning citizens 
have individual rights.  
   Let me submit the following as an 

example of the differences. I read this 
somewhere, so it is not original, but explains 
the difference very well.  
   There are two wolves, and one sheep 
standing around discussing what to eat for 
dinner and they decide to take a vote on what 
to eat. This would not end well for the sheep 
as he is outnumbered and would not survive 
the democratic process. Please remember, 
his death would have benefited the society as 
a whole.  
   In a constitutional republic the sheep has 
rights, i.e. the second amendment, and is well 
armed. So the two wolves decide what they 
want for lunch and try to eat the sheep. They 
are unable to do so, because constitutionally 
the sheep has rights, and the means by which 
to protect himself. 

“Conditioning For The Mark Of The Beast” cont 

(“Conditioning,” continued on pg 8) 
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time that God’s word is richer or more 
fulfilling than in times of trouble.  His 
Word satisfies our hungering hurting 
souls as nothing else can.  
        
   Secondly, scorched land gives yield to 
bigger crops.  So do lives ignited with 
problems.  
   Trials propel us to draw closer to God 
and seek Him.  The nearer we are to 
God, the clearer we hear the still small 
voice of the Holy Spirit. At last God is 
able to lead us further into being more 
like His Son.  
       
   Thirdly, fire removes dead plant 
material, kills bacteria, weeds, and 
insects.  As the blazes of affliction 
surround us, all that seemed important 
melts away.   
   Sins that have hindered us and caused 
us to stray from the Lord are clearly seen. 
Their appeal is gone and repentance 
becomes our focus.  
     
   Lastly, the darkened soil is warmed 
more quickly by the sun so the plants 
grow faster and earlier. Our hearts tend 
to warm up pretty fast to God in our times 
of darkness.  
   No wonder we experience such great 
spiritual growth during a crisis! 
 
   Has Satan lit a match to your life lately?  
Do not panic it will not last forever. Don’t 
let Satan strike fear in your heart at the 
little calamities that keep popping up.   
 
   Have hope, for just as our pasture 
blossomed with beauty as never before, 
so will your life.  Unexpectedly one day, 
you will find yourself experiencing greater 
joys and blessings than you can ever 
remember. 
 
   For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou 
hast tried us, as silver is tried. Thou 
broughtest us into the net; thou laidst 
affliction upon our loins. 
   Thou hast caused men to ride over our 
heads; we went through fire and through 
water: but thou broughtest us out into a 
wealthy place. 
Psalm 66:10-12 

Each day more appeared. In just a few 
weeks you would have never known that 
a fire had ravaged the land.   
   That year the grass was greener than it 
had ever been, the 
flowers thicker and 
b r i gh te r ,  and 
e v e r y t h i n g 
flourished.  The 
beautiful sight was 
unbelievable!   
      
   This experience 
brought to memory 
the wildfires that 
h a v e  r a g e d 
through my life.  
The flaming trials we face in our lives are 
very similar we’ve all had them haven’t 
we?   
   Something so small – it just takes one 
spark and with no warning- a call in the 
night, an accident, the results of a 

medical test, a lie or rumor spread by 
someone you counted as a friend, a 
lawsuit….  
 

   W e  f i n d 
o u r s e l v e s 
surrounded by 
the flames of a 
fiery trial, and 
they are just as 
unexpected and 
frightening. 
       
   When land 
experiences a 
burn-off, many 
things happen.   

 
   First, the nutritional quality of the 
plants is increased. Grass in particular 
becomes more satisfying to the 
livestock.   
   How true for us also.  Never is there a 

“Wildfire,” continued from pg 3 

   Greetings from Missionary Baptist Church, Lindsay.  We have been so 
blessed.  GOD has opened the door for another area of outreach.  My wife was invited 
by a couple of ladies to join them at a local gym.  She met some other ladies who have 
asked her to teach them Spanish.  She held her first class on Thursday, July 22, with 
several ladies present.   
   GOD continues to bless our other outreach.  Our attendance in the home Bible study 
is holding steady, with the pastor teaching through the book of Daniel.  The pastor is 
continuing his preaching through the book of Luke on Sunday mornings.   
 
   We have had visitors recently.  Our Spanish services have been moved back to 
Sunday evenings.  Since there are some who have expressed interest in this service, 
who are not Spanish speaking, the pastor will be preaching bilingual messages.   
 
   Please be in prayer for our church that we will see the growth and a harvest of souls 
for the glory of GOD.   
   Please also be praying for the pastor.  He experienced difficulties with his right 
leg.  A couple of things resulted in a significant flare up of osteoarthritis in the hip, 
knee, and ankle.  Due to a severe clotting disorder, he is not able to have joint 
replacement surgery, but has been referred to pain specialist and is waiting on 
approval from the insurance company for the approval to see the pain specialist.   
In Christ's Service, 
Thomas Dickerson 
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“Trials propel us to draw 
closer to God and seek Him.  

The nearer we are to God, the 
clearer we hear the still small 

voice of the Holy Spirit.  
At last God is able  
to lead us further  

into being more like His 
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   When we allow others to determine what is 
best and dictate to us what we are allowed to 
do we have become enslaved. Even if you 
personally believe everyone should be 
vaccinated, what gives anyone the right to 
force that supposition on everyone?  
   Already, we have people who believe 
Christianity is dangerous because of its views 
towards homosexuality and they feel it should 
be outlawed. They believe it would be for 
society’s greater good to not allow Christianity 
to exist.  
   The mark of the beast is all about total 
control and reliance on a wicked 
governmental system controlled by Satan. 
 
   According to CNN the following companies 
are requiring Covid vaccinations for at least 

some of their employees. Google, 
Facebook, Netflix, BlackRock, Morgan 
Stanley, Saks Fifth Avenue, The 
Washington Post, Ascension Health, Lyft, 
Twitter.  
 
   This is by no means a comprehensive list, 
as I have heard of others locally, as well as 
those who offer bonus money for their 
employees to be vaccinated. Others will 
alienate unvaccinated employees and use 
peer pressure as a form of coercion until 
they to adopt a vaccine mandate.  
 
   If things continue, it will soon be…”No 
Jab…No Job” and we will be America no 
more. Then we will be forced to say 
goodbye to the America we love. 

“Conditioning For The Mark Of The Beast” cont 


